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Detour to the States lane 
on The Mid-South Tribune 
and the Black Information 
Highway. Submit news and 
photos for all 50 states to: 

 
MSTnews@prodigy.net 

MST sports@prodigy.net 
MSTentertainment 

@prodigy.net 
MSTbusiness@prodigy.net 

BlackInfoHwy@ 
prodigy.net 

 
Welcome, Travelers! 

Travel on the 
Black History Lane 

on 
The Mid-South 

Tribune 
and the 

Black Information 
Highway 

at www.Black 
Information 

Highway.com 
See the 

25th Annual 
Black History 2020 

Special Edition 
and Black History 2021 

Special Edition 
 

Welcome, Travelers! 

 
 Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s 
2021 Juneteenth Edition!

 
 Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s 
Annual Juneteenth  

Special Edition. 
 Email photos, calendar 

events, news to: 
MSTnews@prodigy.net 

*** 
 To advertise, email to  

MSTbusiness 
@prodigy.net

 
To punish Coke for its 

punishment of  
Black-Owned  & Small  
Businesses in Atlanta, 

we say: 
 

No Coke! 
 No Woke! 

  Drink Pepsi!     
-The Mid-South Tribune-

Oakland A’s near $billion ballpark could sink 
Black Caucus’ Cong. Barbara Lee ... from sports page 1

 
Email sports news and  

photos to  
MSTsports@prodigy.net

seat on the Oakland city council 
where he single-mindedly 
worked to re-zone acres of open 
space land in the Oakland hills 
that his sponsor purchased on the 
cheap. When Miley finally con-
vinced other council members to 
betray Oakland’s commitment to 
open space and got the property 
re-zoned for commercial devel-
opment, Miley’s backer-built 
homes that cost under a hundred 
thousand and sold them each for 
over a million dollars. 
 The alliance between Nate Miley 
and the land development did not 
escape notice of other politicians 
who quickly formed their own al-
liances to push development 
projects. Then Eli Broad, the bil-
lionaire owner of housing devel-
opment giant, Kaufmann and 
Broad, decided to Oakland with 
a major land grab, privatization 
scheme. Assembling a coalition 
of powerful corporate billion-
aires, Broad funded a political 
machine that both elected Jerry 
Brown, mayor of Oakland and 
revised Oakland’s city charter to 
give the mayor dictatorial powers 
over the both the city and the 
schools. Under Boss Brown, the 
former governor of California, 
Broad’s cabal of billionaires 
swept into Oakland like a swarm 
of locusts to systematically 
plunder Oakland of its tax dollars 
and land. 
 With Boss Brown’s corrupt po-
litical machine enabling his land 
development cronies, property 
values in Oakland skyrocketed, 
rents, quadrupled and property 
taxes escalated each year on 
working families struggling at 
the margins. Over the eight-year 
period of the Brown administra-
tion, thousands of working fam-
ilies lost their residences and 
their jobs. Some were forced to 
leave the city, altogether; others 
had no alternative other than to 
take up residence in their cars, in 
tents under freeways, in vacant 
lots or on the streets. Churches in 
Oakland were forced to open 
their parking lots to women and 
children, sleeping in tents, be-
cause they were so vulnerable to 
the surge in street crime. Today 
the legacy of Boss Brown’s cor-
rupt administration is found in 
the thousands of homeless people 
on Oakland’s streets and its hun-
dreds of vacant buildings. After 
leaving Oakland, Boss Brown, a 
former Jesuit seminarian, became 
California’s Attorney General. 
The Jesuit loyalist, Nate Miley 
was rewarded with a seat on the 
Alameda County Board of Su-
pervisors, where he now spear-
heads the Oakland A’s drive for a 
new stadium in the port of Oak-
land. 
 
“Then Let Them Eat Cake!” 

 Broad’s cabal of billionaire 
cronies who plundered Oakland, 
included the Jesuit-trained scions 
of the Walmart fortune, Greg 
Walton-Penner and Carrie Wal-
ton Penner. Their powerful ma-
chine not only included 
Oakland’s strong mayor, Boss 

Brown, but also the State Super-
intendent of Public Education, 
Jack O’Connell, the State Attor-
ney General, Bill Lockyer, and 
the State Senator for Alameda 
County, Don Perata. The ma-
chine concocted an artificial 
budget crisis for the school dis-
trict and orchestrated the take-
over of the schools by Randolph 
Ward, the state administrator, ap-
pointed to displace the Oakland 
school board as well as the Oak-
land superintendent of schools. 
Ward and subsequent state ad-
ministrators, all graduates of the 
Eli Broad academy, systemati-
cally sold off school property to 
a cabal of billionaire privatizers 
associated with Eli Broad who 
like a pack of ravenous wolves 
grabbed valuable public property 
in prime real estate areas at fire 
sale prices. 
 Twenty years later, though Boss 
Brown has departed, his political 
machine still controls Oakland. 
The current strong mayor, Libby 
Schaaf, Boss Brown’s chief of 
staff, is familiar with the role of 
serving billionaire oligarchs. And 
despite the pandemic and the 
need for smaller schools and 
more school space, the current 
Oakland school superintendent, 
Kyla Johnson-Trammell, with 
the backing of school board pres-
ident, Shanthi Gonzales, and 
board members, Gary Yee, Clif-
ford Thompson and Aimee Eng, 
is closing even more schools and 
selling off the school property 
despite the fact that school clo-
sures and sale of schools are dis-
ruptive to students already 
victimized by homelessness, 
hunger, inadequate heath care 
and violence. But Johnson-Tram-
mell and her board supporters are 
backed by GO Oakland, a non-
profit organization funded by Eli 
Broad, Walmart heirs, Carrie and 
Greg Walton-Penner and Bill 
Gates, the same billionaires who 
financed Boss Brown’s political 
machine. That Oakland pol-
iticians now contemplate ex-
panding land grabbing in 
Oakland by giving the Oakland 
A’s $855 million dollars to build 
a baseball stadium on the Port of 
Oakland’s Howard Terminal 
property is like Queen Marie An-
toinette’s remark upon being told 
that the people of Paris had no 
bread: “Then let them eat cake!” 
 

Opposition To The Howard 
Terminal Ball Park 

 To build a ball park in the Port 
of Oakland’s Howard Terminal 
location, the Oakland A's and 
their political cronies must ma-
neuver past determined opposi-
tion. Representatives of the 
maritime industry, the Inter-
national Longshoremen Workers 
Union, the International Associ-
ation of Masters, Mates and Pi-
lots as well as a coalition of 
Oakland residents and businesses 
all oppose the proposed Howard 
Terminal site for the new base-
ball stadium. 
 “The future of Oakland, the eco-
nomic engine of Northern Cali-

fornia, the jewel of the Bay Area, 
is in operating the Port of Oak-
land according to sound business 
principles,” one business repre-
sentative said. “Millions of dol-
lars in trade are being 
jeopardized by this proposal.” 
 Melvin McKay, ILWU Union 
Vice President, said, “The Oak-
land Athletics had not even tried 
to convince my union members 
that constructing a billion-dollar 
ballpark in the port with public 
funds would benefit them. The 
A’s know that this project will 
cost jobs.” 
 Oakland residents, themselves, 
have expressed their opposition 
to the Howard Terminal stadium. 
An East Oakland Stadium Alli-
ance said that the proposed 
downtown stadium would cripple 
existing operations and lose jobs. 
The alliance claims that an im-
pact study shows that, if the sta-
dium were built, thousands of 
living wage jobs at the port 
would be lost. “With the myriad 
of social issues facing our com-
munity, why should the needs of 
professional gamblers take prece-
dence over the needs of homeless 
children?” they ask. “The port 
supports businesses and jobs, 
gamblers support vice and 
crime.” 
 The International Organization 
of Masters, Mates & Pilots also 
opposes the proposed ballpark. 
Don Marcus, president of that 
maritime group, said, "We think 
the decision, to build a stadium 
on irreplaceable maritime indus-
trial property is short-sighted and 
absolutely irresponsible." 
 Mayor Libby Schaaf, heir to 
Boss Brown’s political machine, 
who claims that the Howard Ter-
minal site is a good fit for Oak-
land, is deflecting the growing 
opposition by supporting the 
right of everyone to voice their 
concerns. “We can be a city that 
respects and protects our mari-
time industry, our labor force, but 
also develops an exciting new 
ballpark that is privately financed 
and is responsible to the com-
munity," she says. But like the 
other Machiavellians, who have 
the city in their grip, Libby 
Schaaf skirts the truth by claim-
ing that, although the A’s want al-
most a billion dollars from the 
tax payers, but will not share any 
of the profits from the operation 
with the city, means the stadium 
is being privately financed. 
 When Schaaf was Boss Brown’s 
assistant, she learned the art of 
burdening taxpayers with un-
precedent debt through budget 
manipulations and bond meas-
ures. If Schaaf cannot fund the 
new stadium by diverting exist-
ing public funds for from some 
other budget, Schaaf intends to 
give the Oakland A’s nearly the 
billion dollars with yet another 
bond measure further escalating 
local property taxes. In the last 
election, Boss Schaaf funneled 
funds from her billionaire cronies 
to elect council members who 
would support her power moves, 
but she failed to get all her 

cronies on the council. Now she 
and her minion, Nate Miley, must 
redouble their efforts on behalf of 
the gamblers in whose interests a 
new A’s stadium is being built. 
 The commissioner of Major 
League Baseball expressed his 
displeasure over the lack of pro-
gress on the A’s new downtown 
ballpark to Mayor Schaaf. Major 
League Baseball executives even 
publicly instructed the A’s man-
agement to explore relocating to 
another city. If the team should 
leave Oakland, insiders believe 
professional gambling wants the 
A’s to move to Las Vegas. The 
A’s president even made a well-
publicized visit to Nevada, after 

the MLB commissioner in-
formed him that, “The current 
coliseum site of the Oakland 
Athletics is not a viable option 
for Major League Baseball’s fu-
ture vision of baseball.” 
 

A Democratic “Ringer” 
Might Hold The Key 

 The issue of where the Athletics 
will build their new stadium 
could be determined by Barbara 
Lee or the next incumbent of 
Oakland’s 13th Congressional 
District. The corporate billion-
aires who control Nate Miley, 
Libby Schaaf and Oakland’s pol-
iticians intend to extend their in-
fluence by taking control over 
Oakland’s congressional seat. 
Like her political ally, Elihu Har-
ris, Barbara Lee’s career is on 
the wane with the political or-
ganizations such as the Niagara 
Movement Democratic Club, the 
Black Young Democrats of the 
East Bay and BWOPA becoming 
increasingly enfeebled. The big 
money that controls Oakland 
politicians now seeks to control 
her seat. 
 Nate Miley, the Jesuit Machia-
vellian turned County Supervi-
sor who is now stewading the 
new A’s stadium, wants to return 
to his hometown, Washington, 
DC, as a member of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus with his 
embossed “For Sale” sign ready 
to hang on the 13th Congres-
sional office door. On the other 
hand, Libby Schaaf’s control of 
the Democratic Party and its po-
litical machine makes her Bar-
bara Lee’s likely replacement. 
But should Schaaf falter, a 
sleeper, Oakland’s 15th As-
sembly District representative, 
Buffy Wicks, is waiting in the 
wings to grab Barbara Lee’s 

 The commissioner of Major 
League Baseball expressed 
his displeasure over the lack 
of progress on the A’s new 
downtown ballpark to Mayor 
Schaaf. Major League Base-
ball executives even publicly 
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seat. 
 
Buffy Wicks, a former aide to 
Barack Obama, had barely vis-
ited Oakland before running for 
the city’s 15th Assembly District 
seat in 2018. She had no ties to 
the community nor interest in 
Oakland’s problems. But, in win-
ning the seat, Wicks raised five 
times as much money as all her 
other Democratic primary oppo-
nents combined. And all but 10 
percent of Buffy Wicks’ cam-
paign monies came from Govern 
for California, a political action 
committee. formed by the same 
billionaire charter school activists 
and right-wing ideologues who 
funded Boss Brown’s political 
machine to seize control of Oak-
land. Govern for California and 
its members spent a million dol-
lars to elect Buffy Wicks Oak-
land’s the representative in the 
California State Legislature.   
 Walmart Chairman Greg Penner, 
tied to the Jesuit Georgetown 
University, is the co-founder of 
Govern for California. Penner’s 
wife, Carrie Walton Penner, also 
a Georgetown graduate, provides 
the Penner Family Chair in Asian 
Studies at Georgetown University 
with a $10 million endowment. 
The Penner Chair is occupied by 
Evan Medeiros, a former special 
assistant to President Barack 
Obama and the senior director for 
Asian Affairs at the White House 
National Security Council. Carrie 
Penner sits on the board of Ed-
Voice, the Charter School Growth 
Fund and Betsy Devos’ Alliance 
for School Choice. Ron Conway, 
a right-wing Republican billion-
aire, is another co-founder of 
Govern for California. David 
Crane, an opponent of the Cali-
fornia Teachers Association and 
the teachers’ retirement system is 
president of Govern for Califor-
nia. Warren Spieker, a Republican 
mega-donor, earmarked thou-
sands of Govern for California 
funds for the Buffy Wicks cam-
paign while contributing to Wicks 
directly. John Fisher, heir to the 
GAP fortune, who previously sat 
on the board of Betsy DeVos’ Al-
liance for School Choice and cur-
rently sits on the Charter School 
Growth Fund board, contributed 
to both Govern for California as 
well as directly to the Wicks cam-
paign. Govern For California, the 
right wing, pro-charter school po-
litical action committee that 
elected Jerry Brown, mayor of 
Oakland, and set in motion the 
plundering of Oakland’s re-
sources, plopped Buffy Wicks, an 
Obama staffer without any ties to 
Oakland, into the state legislature 
in much the same way that right 
wing Republicans plopped Ba-
rack Obama, himself, into the Il-
linois State Legislature and then 
into the US Senate. As Govern 
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